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Purpose 

Great Falls College Montana State University (GFC) and Great Falls College MSU’s Institutional Animal 
Care and Use Committee (IACUC) are committed to the humane treatment of animals used for teaching. 
This document describes the methods for reporting animal welfare concerns.  
 
Policy 

The MSU’s Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) must be informed of any concerns that 
members of the campus community or general public have for the care and use of animals. The IACUC 
will address each reported concern on an individual basis. 

 

Process for Reporting Animal Welfare Concerns 

Any individual who has a concern regarding the care and use of animals in research or teaching at 
Great Falls College should voice that concern by any of the following mechanisms: 
 
a. Contact any member of the Great Falls College IACUC 
b. Submit an electronic Animal Care and Use Concern Form 
c. Contact Ethics Point, an anonymous compliance reporting system, toll-free 855-753-0486, or 

through the link. 
 

Examples of reportable incidents include, but are not limited to: 

• Conduct of animal-related activities without appropriate IACUC review and approval 

• Conditions that jeopardize the health or well-being of animals, including natural disasters, 
accidents, and mechanical failures, resulting in actual harm or death to animals 

• Failure to adhere to IACUC-approved protocols 

• Implementation of any significant change to IACUC-approved protocols without prior IACUC 
approval 

• Failure to maintain appropriate animal-related records (e.g., identification, medical, husbandry) 

• Conduct of animal-related activities beyond the established expiration date 

• Failure to provide space for animals in accordance with recommendations of the Guide 

• Participation in animal-related activities by inappropriately trained individuals 

• Failure to monitor animals post-procedurally as necessary to ensure well-being 

• Failure to ensure the death of animals after euthanasia procedures 

• Failure of animal care and use personnel to carry out veterinary orders (e.g., treatments) 

https://www.montana.edu/orc/iacuc/animal-care-and-use-concern-form.html
https://secure.ethicspoint.com/domain/media/en/gui/38620/index.html
https://olaw.nih.gov/sites/default/files/Guide-for-the-Care-and-Use-of-Laboratory-Animals.pdf
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If you are uncertain about whether an incident or activity should be reported, please report it. 

Investigation of Suspected Animal Welfare Concerns 

Animal welfare concerns will be investigated in accordance with the Investigating Animal Welfare 
Concerns and Noncompliance Policy.  
 
Prohibition of retaliation or reprisal 
 
Great Falls College MSU will not tolerate any reprisal against an individual who has come forward with 
concerns involving the care and use of animals. Such reprisal is prohibited by law, and perpetrators are 
subject to disciplinary actions. Individuals who feel that a personnel action has been taken against them 
because they reported an apparent violation of animal care and use requirements should utilize the 
Montana University System compliance hotline, Ethics Point, at 855-753-0486, or through the link. 
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