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¢ Delete courses from program

» Change of total credits OR credits by term

e Change CIP code

e Re-title program
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Great Falls College MSU
Curriculum Council

New Program Form
Division: General Studies
Department: Social Sciences
Proposed New Program: Certificate of Technical Studies in Addictions Counseling.

Proposed Degree: Certificate of Technical Studies in Addictions Counseling

Proposed CIP code: 5 l ¢ , 50l

(See Dena for code)
Proposed Instructional Modality. . h(jbﬂd, ~VPO( /)’W "'dlﬁ@[/[ﬁg W) p7[7VWS Wi % j dWy ﬁd W:SW

Effective Date (semester and year): Summer 2025
(Defaults to Summer of next catalog year unless other semester/year is listed above.)

Rationale of New Program (Bullet list is preferred and please attach additional pages as needed):
Please include specific needs of students, industry, job market, ete.

This program will allow master’s level mental health clinicians (LCSW, LCPC, LMFT) to complete the required
coursework to become licensed addictions counselors in the state of Montana without needing to enroll in the
AA in Substance Abuse and Addictions Counseling degree. They would not need to complete required
coursework for the AA degree that is not needed for licensure as an LAC.  We have had several master’s level
students enroll in the program or inquire about it. They can enroll and just take the necessary CAS courses, but
having the Certificate Program would formalize this process. During our last advisory board meeting, Kevin
Evensen, Administrator of the Benefis Behavioral Health Department stated that their biggest need is dually
licensed clinicians in both mental health and addictions counseling. This CTS would fill this industry need.

Program Outcomes

Please attach Proposed Program Outcomes (use Program Outcomes Template)

Cutrriculum

Please attach Proposed Program Curriculum (use Program Curriculum Template)

DRAFT April 2024



Advisory Board approval/feedback needed? X Yes [0 No [ Not Applicable
If yes, attach a copy of appropriate meeting notes.

The attached email was sent to the advisory board for feedback and included a poll of whether
such a program was needed. 89% responded yes, 11% maybe. In addition, several community
providers on the advisory board sent emails in support (see attached).

Programmatic accreditation affected?
[0 Yes X No [ NotApplicable

If yes, please explain:

Resources Required (Ate there any additional special facilities, faculty, equipment, and materials required for this
program? Has the Division 'Directc;r, Director of TLC, Exec Director of Operations, IT and/or Libraty been
consulted as to the needs of the program?)

[ Yes No [ Not Applicable

If yes, please explain:

Will there be fees associated with new program? [ Yes X No [J Not Applicable
If yes, visit with the Executive Director of Operations.

DRAFT April 2024




You will be contacted for more information as the BOR, NWCCU, Dept of Education, and the Dept. of
Veterans Affairs may require additional information. By signing this form, I acknowledge the potential of

these additional steps.
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Great Falls College MSU Curriculum Council
New Program Curriculum Template

Proposed Program [Certificate of Technical Studies in Addictions Counseling
and Degree

Will this program require prereguistes before formal acceptance?

Prerequisite: baccalaureate or advanced degree from an appropriately accredited college or university in one of the
following areas: alcohol and drug studies; psychology; sociology; social work; counseling; human services; psychiatric
rehabilitation; or community health;

Yes [ Fill out following table and proceed
No: Proceed to next page

Program Prerequisite Courses
Required before formal acceptance

Course Prefix and Number Course Title Credits
* Indicates prerequisites needed
& Placement in course(s) is determined by placement assessment
+ Choose one of the following:

{1 Agrade of C {not C-} is required for graduation
A grade of C- is required for graduation

Revised APRIL 2024



Program Course Requirements
Required After Formal Acceptance

Course Prefix and Number | Course Title | Credits
FIRST YEAR
Semester (Choose Fall, Spring, or Summer): Fall Spring [ Summer []
CAS 140+ Addictions and Diversity 3
CAS24%+ A+ Fundamentals of Substance
CAS 24270 Abuse and Addiction
CAS 243*+ Substance Abuse Counseling | 3
|_ ‘CAS 254*+ Co-occurring Disorders... 2
| CAS231*+ Pharmacology/Addictions 3
Credits 14
Semester (Choose Fall, Spring, or Summer) Fall [J Spring X Summer [J
CAS 248*+ Substance Abuse Counseling Il
CAS 250*+ Assessment & Case Mgmt 4
Processes
CAS 252%+ Gambling & Gaming Disorders... | 2
CAS 260*+ Addiction 3
Assessment/Documentation
“CAS 279%+ Legal, Ethical, Prof Issues in SAC | 2
| Credits 14
Semester (Choose Fall, Spring, or Summer) Fall [ Spring [ Summer [
Semester (Choose Fall, Spring, or Summer) Fall [] Spring [J Summer [
Semester (Choose Fall, Spring, or Summer) Fall [J Spring [J Summer []
Credits
Total Program Credits 28

* Indicates prerequisites needed- Prerequisites waived for students in this program based on work experience
** Placement in course(s) is determined by placement assessment
+ Choose one of the following:

Revised APRIL 2024



[1 Agrade of C {not C-) is required for graduation
A grade of C- is required for graduation

Revised APRIL 2024



Will this program include suggested electives? [JYes [X No
If yes, fill out the following table.

Suggested Electives
These courses are highly recommended in addition to standard program curriculum.

Course Prefix and Number Course Title Credits

*  Indicates prerequisites needed.
*% Placement in courses(s) is determined by placement assessment.
+ Choose one of the following:

[1 A grade of C {not C-) is required for graduation

X A grade of C- is required for graduation

Revised APRIL 2024




New Program Outcomes Template

Proposed Program and Degree  [CTS in Addictions Counseling

Program Qutcomes

In the tabie below, list program outcomes; add extra lines as needed.

Graduates are prepared to:

1. Demonstrate entry tevel skill set needed to perform the duties of a licensed addictions counselor
candidate and pass the licensing exam.

2. Describe the interaction between mental health and addiction and the scope of practice for an
addictions’ counselor.

3. Practice under the NAADAC code of ethics and understand the legal, ethical and professional
issues facing addictions counselors.

4. Incorporate knowledge about cultural and socioeconomic factors and how they impact the

treatment and recovery process in their practice as addictions counselors.

Identify treatment and recovery resources in the community and understand how to use these
resources to support clients in their recovery.

L ®INe;

Course Alignment with Program Outcomes

In the table below, indicate how each course will align with the intended program learning
outcomes (PO}, {Introduce, Reinforce, Proficient). Add columns and rows as needed.

SAC

Course Number and Name PO #1 PO #2 PO #3 PO #4 PO #5
CAS 140-Addictions & Diversity I, R I, R, LR P
CAS 242-Fundamentals of Addictions | |, R LR IR I, R LR,
Counseling
CAS 243 Substance Abuse Counseling 1| |, R, LR, I, R, LR, [, R,
CAS 248 Substance Abuse Counseling 2| P P P P P
CAS 231 Pharmacology/Addictions LR P LR, P
CAS 252 Gambling & Gaming LR P
Disorders
CAS 279 Legal, Ethical, Prof Issuesin | ||R, P LR P LR P LR, P

CAS 254 Co-Occurring Disorders-
iAssessment &Treatment Planning

Management Processes

R
CAS 250-Assessment & Case P P P P P
=

CAS 260-Addiction Assessment &
Documentation
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Feedback Requested Re: Certificate in Addictions Counseling Program

Elfriede Neber <elfriede.neber@gfcmsu.edu>
Wed 9/4/2024 1:43 PM

To:Clint Houston <chouston®@greatfallsmt.net>;Evensen,Kevin <Kevinkvensen@benefis.org>;Andrus,Shelley
<ShelleyAndrus@benefis.org>;Dean Snow <dsnow@allianceforyouth.org>:Kathryn.fletcher@mt.gov
<Kathryn.fletcher@mt.gov>;Michael Cassidy <Mcassidy.MA.LAC@outlook.com>;Andrea Savage
<andrea_savage@gfps.k12.mt.us>;SSGT Randi White <randiwhite.1@us.af.mil>;leannadarko90@gmail.com
<leannadarko90@gmail.com>;oneinamilliontoni@gmail.com <oneinamilliontoni@gmail.com>;jgd0516@gmail.com
<jgd0516@gmail.com>;haleyashley8@gmail.com <haleyashley8@gmail.com>;aprilrain79@hotmail.com
<aprilrain79@hotmail.com>;Lisa O' Brien <ms.lisa.obrien@gmail.com>;pat.regimbal@icloud.com <pat.regimbal@icloud.coms>;
corinshu@aol.com <corinshu@aol.com>;lonewolfcounseling2015@outlook.com <lonewolfcounseling2015@outlook.com>;John
Rausch <johnr@manyriverswh.arg>;stephanfoley@ymail.com <stephanfoley@ymail.com>;Megan Farmer
<megan.farmer@dynamicrecoverymt.org>

Dear Advisory Board Member,

As you know, we've had great success with our AA in Substance Abuse and Addictions Counseling
Program and there appears to be a significant demand in the community.

At the last advisory board meeting in April, one of the advisory board members spoke to me about the
need that his facility has for individuals who are dually licensed as both mental health and addictions
counselors. For students who already have a master’s degree, there really isn’t a need to complete all
the courses required for the A.A. degree, but rather they only need the specific addictions counseling
courses required by the Montana Board of Behavioral Health to qualify for licensure as an addiction’s
counselor.

As a result of this information, Great Falls College MSU is proposing that we offer a 28 credit Certificate
of Technical Studies in Addictions Counseling. Students enrolled in the certificate program would only be
required to take the addictions counseling courses needed to meet the Montana Board of Behavioral
Health LAC licensure requirements. They would be able to compiete the course work in two semesters
rather than the four semesters it takes to complete the AA in Substance Abuse and Addictions
Counseling Program.

My reason for writing to you today is to ask if you feel there is a need for individuals who are dually
licensed as mental health professionals and addictions counselors and whether you think such a
certificate program would fulfill an industry need in our community? Please take a moment and respond
to the brief survey below that would help provide us with the information needed as to whether we
should add such certificate program to our curriculum.

Poll: Is There a need for mental health professionals in Montana who are dually licensed as ment

Dr. Elfie Neber

She/Her

Psychology Faculty and Social Sciences Department Chair
glffiede.neber@gfcmsu.edu

406/771-4325




Re: Feedback Requested Re: Certificate in Addictions Counseling Program

Shauna Green <shaunag@greenapplecounseling.com>
Thu 9/5/2024 11:25 AM

To:Megan Farmer <megan.farmer@dynamicrecoverymt.org>

CcElfriede Neber <elfriede.neber@gfcmsu.edu>;Clint Houston <chouston@greatfallsmt.net>;Evensen,Kevin
<KevinEvensen@benefis.org>;Andrus,Shelley <ShelleyAndrus@benefis.org>;Dean Snow <dsnow®@allianceforyouth.org>;
Kathryn.fletcher@mt.gov <Kathrynfletcher@mt.gov>;Michael Cassidy <Mcassidy.MA.LAC@outlook.com>;Andrea Savage
<andrea_savage@gfps.k12.mtus>;SSGT Randi White <randi.white.1@us.af.mil>;leannadarko90@gmail.com
<leannadarko80@gmail.com>;oneinamilliontoni@gmail.com <oneinamilliontoni@gmail.com>;jgd0516@gmail.com
<jgd0516@gmail.com>;haleyashley8@gmail.com <haleyashley8@gmail.com>;aprilrain79@hotmail.com
<aprilrain79@hotmail.com>;lisa Q' Brien <ms.lisa.obrien@gmail.com>;pat.regimbal@icloud.com <pat.regimbal@icloud.com>;
corinshu@aol.com <corinshu@aol.com>;lonewolfcounseling2015@outlook.com <lonewolfcounseling2015@outlook.com>;John
Rausch <johnr@manyriverswh.org>;stephanfoley@ymail.com <stephanfoley@ymail.com>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of your organization, Do not click links, open attachments, or respond unless you were expecting this
message and know the content is safe,

| think it is a fantastic idea. | agree with Megan Farmer. Different programs may have offered different
classes and so transcripts would be important to ook at.

On Wed, Sep 4, 2024 at 4:50PM Megan Farmer <megan.farmer@dynamicrecoverymt.org> wrote:
| think this is an absolute necessity and would be a major benefit to the community. However, it
presents a challenge to advisors in interpreting what is needed in addition to the credits they may
already have from bachelors or masters programs. | think analyzing those prior transcripts would be
important to not duplicate coursework and expedite the certificate process.
Megan

Virus-free.www.avast.com

On Wed, Sep 4, 2024 at 1:44 PM Elifriede Neber <elfriede.neber@gfcmsu.edu> wrote:

Dear Adviscry Board Member,

As you know, we've had great success with our AA in Substance Abuse and Addictions Counseling
Program and there appears to be a significant demand in the community.

~ At the last advisory board meeting in April, one of the advisory board members spoke to me about

- the need that his facility has for individuals who are dually licensed as both mental health and

- addictions counselors. For students who already have a master’s degree, there really isn’t a need to

. complete all the courses required for the A A, degree, but rather they only need the specific

- addictions counseling courses required by the Montana Board of Behavioral Health to qualify for
licensure as an addiction’s counselor.

As a result of this information, Great Falls College MSU is proposing that we offer a 28 credit
Certificate of Technical Studies in Addictions Counseling, Students enrolled in the certificate
program would only be required to take the addictions counseling courses needed to meet the
Montana Board of Behavioral Health LAC licensure requirements. They would be able to complete
the course work in two semesters rather than the four semesters it takes to complete the AA in
Substance Abuse and Addictions Counseling Program.



My reason for writing to you today is to ask if you feel there is a need for individuals who are dually
licensed as mental health professionals and addictions counselors and whether you think such a
certificate program would fulfill an industry need in our community? Please take a moment and

" respond to the brief survey below that would help provide us with the information needed as to
whether we should add such certificate program to our curriculum.

Poll: Is There a need for mental health professionals in Montana who are dually licensed as ment

Dr. Elfie Neber
She/Her
Psychology Faculty and Social Sciences Department Chair
elfriede.neber@gfcmsu.edu
- 406/771-4325

Shauna L. Green, MBA,CDVC LCPC

Green Apple Counseling, LLC
1500 10th Ave South, Suite 200
Great Falls, MT 59405

Office: 406.866.0350

Fax: 406.403.0263

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email may contain(s) confidential information which is legally priviieged and is intended anly for the use of the
person(s) named above. If you are not the inlended regipient, you are hereby advised thal any disclosure, copying, distribution or the taking of any action
in reliance on the contents of this information is prohibited by Federal law. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender by

emait or by phone (408) 856-0350.



Re: Feedback Requested Re: Certificate in Addictions Counseling Program

Megan Farmer <megan.farmer@dynamicrecoverymt.org>
Wed 9/4/2024 4:50 PM

To:Elfriede Neber <elfriede.neber@gfomsu.edu>

Cc:Clint Houston <chouston@greatfallsmt.net>;Evensen,Kevin <KevinEvensen@benefis.org>;Andrus,Shelley
<ShelleyAndrus@benefis.org>;Dean Snow <dsnow®@allianceforyouth.org>;Kathryn fletcher@mt.gov
<Kathryn.fletcher@mt.gov>;Michael Cassidy <Mcassidy.MA.LAC@outlook.com>;Andrea Savage
<andrea_savage@gfps.ki2.mt.us>;58GT Randi White <randiwhite.i @us.af.mil>;leannadarko90@gmail.com
<leannadarko80@gmail.com>;oneinamilliontoni@gmail.com <oneinamilliontoni@gmail.com>;jgd0516@gmail.com
<jgd0516@gmail.com>;haleyashleyB@gmail.com <haleyashley8@gmail.com>;aprilrain79@hotmail.com
<aprilrain79@hotmail.com>;Lisa O' Brien <ms.lisa.obrien@gmail.com>;pat.regimbal@icloud.com <patregimbal@icloud.com>;
corinshu@aol.com <corinshu@aol.com>;lonewoifcounseling2015@outlook.com <lonewolfcounseling2015@outleck.com>;John
Rausch <johnr@manyriverswh.org>;stephanfoley@ymail.com <stephanfoley@ymail.com>;
trudy.nelson@illuminationrecovery.com <trudy.nelson@illuminationrecovery.com>

NOTICE: This email originated from outside of your organization. Do not click links, open attachinents, or respond unless you were expecting this
message and know the contentis safe.

[ think this is an absolute necessity and would be a major benefit to the community. However, it
presents a challenge to advisors in interpreting what is needed in addition to the credits they may
already have from bachelors or masters programs. | think analyzing those prior transcripts would be
important to not duplicate coursework and expedite the certificate process.

Megan

Virus-free.www.avast . com

On Wed, Sep 4, 2024 at 1:44 PM Elfriede Neber <elfriede.neber@gfcmsu.edu> wrote:

Dear Advisory Board Member,

As you know, we've had great success with our AA in Substance Abuse and Addictions Counseling
Program and there appears to be a significant demand in the community.

At the last advisory board meeting in April, one of the advisory board members spoke to me about the
need that his facility has for individuals who are dually licensed as both mental health and addictions
counselors. For students who already have a master’s degree, there really isn’t a need to complete all
the courses required for the A.A. degree, but rather they only need the specific addictions counseling
courses required by the Montana Board of Behavioral Health to qualify for licensure as an addiction’s
counselor.

As a result of this information, Great Falls College MSU is proposing that we offer a 28 credit
Certificate of Technical Studies in Addictions Counseling. Students enrolled in the certificate program
would only be required to take the addictions counseling courses needed to meet the Montana Board
of Behavioral Health LAC licensure requirements. They would be able to complete the course work in
two semesters rather than the four semesters it takes to complete the AA in Substance Abuse and
Addictions Counseling Program.

My reason for writing to you today is to ask if you feel there is a need for individuals who are dually
licensed as mental health professionals and addictions counselors and whether you think such a
certificate program would fulfill an industry need in our community? Please take a moment and



a

respond to the brief survey below that would help provide us with the information needed as to
whether we should add such certificate program to our curriculum.

Pall: Is There a need for mental health professionals in Montana who are dually licensed as ment

Dr. Elfie Neber
She/Her
Psychology Faculty and Social Sciences Department Chair

elfriede.neber@gfcmsu.edy
406/771-4325

| CGREAT FALLS
CCOLLEGE
TN ANA STAYE
CUHIVERSITY

Great Falls College MSU provides high-quality educational!
experiences supporting student success and meeting
the needs of our community.

Megan Farmer, LCPC
Execuhvy Brocior .
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RE: Feedback Requested Re: Ceriificate in Addictions Counseling Program

Jennifer Whitfield <jenniferw@manyriverswh.org>
Thu 9/5/2024 8:01 AM
To:Elfriede Neber <elfriede.neber@gfemsu.edu>

NOTICE: This email originated from cutside of your organization. Do not click links, open attachments, or respond unless you were expecting this
message ard know the content is safe,

Good morning,
My quick answer is yes! | will take the survey and share with my Director team as well for their input.

Thanks for sharing,
Jennifer

From: Elfriede Neber <elfriede.neber@gfemsu.edu>

Sent; Wednesday, September 4, 2024 3:02 PM

To: lennifer Whitfield <jenniferw@manyriverswh.org>

Subject: Feedback Requested Re: Certificate in Addictions Counseling Program

This notice was automatically added to this email because it is coming from outside Many
Rivers Whole Health’s domain, even if the sender's address seems to be from
@center4dmh.org or @manyriverswh.org. If the sender is alleging to be a MRWH employee or
has an outside email address, at a minimum, please take these precautions.

- Do not click on anything in an unsolicited email or text message.

- Do not forward or reply to the email.

- Verify, using means outside of the email, to confirm the request is legitimate,

If there are any questions or concerns, please contact the Helpdesk. 791-9593 or email
helpdesk@manyriverswh.org

Original Message:

Dear Jennifer,

As you may know, we've had great success with our AA in Substance Abuse and Addictions
Counseling Program and there appears to be a significant demand in the community.

At the last advisory board meeting in April, one of the advisory board members spoke to me
about the need that his facility has for individuals who are dually licensed as both mental health
and addictions counselors. For students who already have a master’s degree, there really isn't
a need to complete all the courses required for the A.A. degree, but rather they only need the
specific addictions counseling courses required by the Montana Board of Behavioral Health to
qualify for licensure as an addiction’s counselor.



As a result of this information, Great Falls College MSU is proposing that we offer a 28 credit
Certificate of Technical Studies in Addictions Counseling. Students enrolled in the certificate
program would only be required fo take the addictions counseling courses needed to meet the
Montana Board of Behavioral Health LAC licensure requirements. They would be able to
complete the course work in two semesters rather than the four semesters it takes to complete
the AAin Substance Abuse and Addictions Counseling Program.

My reason for writing to you today is to ask if you feel there is a need for individuals who are
dually licensed as mental health professionals and addictions counselors and whether you think
such a certificate program would fulfill an industry need in our community? Please take a
moment and respond to the brief survey below that would help provide us with the information
needed as to whether we should add such certificate program to our curriculum.

Poll: Is There a need for mental health professionals in Montana who are dually licensed as
ment

Dr, Elfie Neber
She/Her
Psychology Faculty and Social Sciences Department Chair

elfriede.neber@gfcmsu.edu

406/771-4325

GREAY FALLS
COLLELE

MU TANA STATE
FHRIVLREITY

Great Falls College MSU provides high-quality educational
experiences supporting student success and meeting
the needsof our community.
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